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Feed Energy’s Mobile Feed Tanks – Innovation Meeting 
Customers’ Needs 

By Chris Snyder, CEO 

All of us at Feed Energy take pride in listening to our 
customers and being responsive to their needs. Much of our 
R&D and Innovation has come directly from conversations with 
customers. 

For the last year and a half we have been promoting our R2 line 
of products. These R2 products are examples of Feed Energy 
innovation driven by the needs of our customers. Our customers 
told us that pathogenic diseases are a constant threat to their 
business, and that protecting their flock and herds from a 
pathogenic outbreak is getting more challenging as restaurant 
chains and consumers are demanding antibiotic free meat.     

At Feed Energy our primary goal is to make sure we are always delivering safe feed ingredients to our 
customers and we are well aware that animal’s feed source can be one of the primary pathways, or vectors, 
through which pathogens can enter a farm operation.  With this in mind, we challenged our R&D team to find a 
solution to help mitigate the threat of pathogens in feed.  After several years of work, our scientists were able to 
unlock the formula enabling Feed Energy to produce a family of products that are naturally anti-pathogenic.  

There are five different products in the R2 family, each specially created for poultry and swine to meet specific 
needs of the animal at certain points in their life. All of the R2 products deliver valuable nutrition to the animal 
through their feed source, but at the same time they help to mitigate pathogens in feed.   

As we introduced the R2 products to nutritionists, veterinarians and producers around the Midwest, the 
reception was very positive. They were impressed by our research data showing both feed biosecurity and 
animal growth performance benefits of R2. And while there was acceptance of the product and our data, some 
producers needed to do their own feed trials before they would agree to buy R2. This lead to us discovering a 
new challenge. Some producers wanted to do their own trials and research, but were unable to do so because 

they only had one fat tank for feed production. This made it impossible for the producer to utilize different R2 
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products to different animals. The only options were to invest in a new tank, a cost that could run as high as 
$80,000, or to convert their entire operation over to R2 products. Neither option was a good one for a producer.   

Recognizing this as an obstacle for our customers to enjoy the benefits of R2, Feed Energy looked to our 
Mechanical Services team to find a practical, innovative solution. As a result, a cross function team led by John 
Janiga, Process Engineer in Operations at the Des Moines plant, and Dave Harmeier, Customer Service and 
Fleet Manager in the Mechanical Services team, created the Feed Energy Mobile Feed Tank (FEMFT). The 
FEMFT is a portable, commercial-scale tank that can be taken to a customer’s production site and tied into 
their feed production system. The FEMFT is similar to a permanent tank, just on a smaller scale. The 
temporary tank allows our customers to do their own feed trials or control studies with Feed Energy’s R2 
products. Then, they can decide if the products are right for their operation.   

The mobile tanks are only 44 feet long, 8 feet wide and 13 feet high, so they require less space and hold 6,340 
gallons. They can be easily tied into a producer’s feed production system without compromising their existing 
operation. While the tanks are meant to be a temporary solution, and depending on demand for use by other 
customers, producers could use them for as long as a year.    

I am proud of this innovative solution created by a cross functional team that included Operations 
(Engineering), Sales, and Mechanical Services Teams that was in direct response to our customers’ needs. We 
hope to have several Feed Energy Mobile Feed Tanks in place servicing our customers over the coming years.     

If you are interested in finding out more about Feed Energy’s Mobile Feed Tanks please give us a call at 800 
451-9413. 
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